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July 28, 1993

93-212
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU GRADUATES SATISFIED WITH THEIR EDUCATION

CHARLESTON, IL--A large majority of Eastern Illinois University's 1991 baccalaureate graduates surveyed one year after
graduation say they were satisfied with their experience at
Eastern and that their undergraduate education prepared them well
for their job.
The follow-up survey, conducted by Eastern for the Illinois
Board of Higher Education, indicates that 95 percent of the 1,203
respondents were satisfied with Eastern in general.
Eighty-eight percent believed the undergraduate education
they received prepared them "very well" or "adequately" for their
occupation.

An equal number of respondents were satisfied with

their baccalaureate degree major.
Those surveyed were asked to respond to 14 questions relating to employment, further education and satisfaction with the
baccalaureate degree major and the university.
At the time of the survey, 83 percent of the respondents
were employed, with a majority working in the business and
education fields.

Almost 40 percent of the respondents were

employed in the Chicago area and nearly one-fourth in the Champaign area.
-more-

SURVEY

ADD 1/1/1/1

According to Steve Whitley, director of general education at
Eastern who administered the survey, other data shows that
graduates employed full-time were earning an average mean gross
annual income of $21,400. Men were paid about $4,000 more per
year than women.
Almost one-third of the respondents have enrolled in a
college or university since earning their degree and, of those,
more than 90 percent felt their undergraduate education prepared
them "very well" or "adequately" for their additional degree
program.
Whitley said Eastern's data will be used by the IBHE in
preparing a statewide summary on the effectiveness of undergraduate education.

It also may be used internally in accreditation

studies and in reviewing academic programs and undergraduate
education.
In addition to surveying the baccalaureate graduates one
year after graduation, "five-year out" and "ten-year out" surveys
will be conducted.
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